Thermal power

Existing thermal plants need little modification to use biomass
Credit: TÜV SÜD

Thermal power ready
for fresh challenges
Thermal power has a vital role to play in the
post-COP21 landscape of the European power
sector, says Patrick Clerens
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The European Union - Setting the direction
The EU has set ambitious climate and energy targets for 2020 and 2030
Targets

2020

2030

2050

The 2020 climate and energy
package, so-called “20-20-20”

The 2030 framework for climate and
energy policies

Roadmap for moving to a lowcarbon economy in 2050

Reduction in EU GHG emissions

20%

> 40%

80 - 95%

Raising the share of EU energy
consumption produced from RES

20%

> 27%

n.n.

Improvement in the EU’s energy
efficiency

20%

> 27%

n.n.

Binding with national targets

EU-wide binding target. No national
defined targets yet from EU level

Indicative political aim

EU policy

Level of commitment

Table 1: Targets of the European framework for climate and energy policies for 2020, 2030 and first discussions for 2050
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Figure 1. Projected generation mix in 2030
Source: EPPSA, Thermal Power in 2030
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